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Case Review

May 1, 2022
RE:
Jon Federico
As per the records supplied, Jon Federico presented himself to Atlantic Health System Emergency Room on 12/10/21. He complained he got his right middle finger stuck between a wrench and a chassis of a spinning device during his work as a mechanic. He underwent x-rays that showed a nondisplaced tuft of third distal phalanx fracture with no dislocation. He was placed in a splint and treated and released.

On 12/15/21, he came under the orthopedic care of Dr. Zornitzer. He observed the x-rays showed a right middle finger nondisplaced distal phalanx tuft fracture with no dislocation. Upon exam, he had a small subungual hematoma less than 10% of the nail. The nail plate was intact. Motor and sensory exam of the upper extremities was intact as well. He was continued in the splint and told to return in approximately one month. He did return on 01/12/22 and reported doing well. He had slight improvement but was still experiencing pain at the site of his injury. He was continued in a splint. Ongoing care with Dr. Zornitzer continued through 04/06/22. At that visit, there was no tenderness over the fracture at the distal phalanx of the right middle finger. He could make a full fist. Grip strength was 96 pounds on the right and 105 pounds on the left. He was released from care with no restrictions.
FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS: On 12/10/21, Jon Federico’s right middle finger was crushed while at work using a wrench. He was seen at the emergency room the same day where x-rays identified a nondisplaced tuft fracture of the middle finger. He was splinted, treated and released. He then followed up orthopedically with Dr. Zornitzer. He continued Mr. Federico in a splint and had him undergo serial x-rays. On clinical exam, as of his last visit Mr. Federico had full range of motion of the involved finger. He could make a full fist and had good grip strength.

This case will be rated for the statutory right second finger with a nondisplaced fracture of the tuft of the distal phalanx. This will probably be a 0% or 2 to 3% of the finger using the 6th Edition.
